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Abstract:

The research aims to highlight the efforts of Shafi'i scholars in establishing the
foundations of legal evidences for Islamic rulings, illustrating their contribution to
categorizing these evidences and tracing the stages of this categorization within the Shafi'i
school.

The research is divided into an introduction and three main chapters, followed by a
conclusion. The first chapter addresses the theoretical approach, in which | explained the
definition of reasoning, its pillars, categories, and manifestations according to some Shafi'i
scholars of Usul (Islamic legal theory). In the second chapter, | discussed the second
foundation of legal evidences according to prominent Shafi'i scholars, detailing its categories,
manifestations, and the Shafi'i methodology in deducing rulings through it. The third chapter
focused on reasoning (istidlal), where | defined it, listed the types of reasoning and their
rules according to certain Shafi'i scholars, and explained their methodology in applying these
rules.
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The research employed a descriptive inductive methodology, whereby the problem was
thoroughly described, unifying its scattered elements by studying texts and tracking their
sources, encompassing all aspects and connecting the particulars with the universals. This
approach relied on interpreting phenomena both individually and collectively, analyzing the
premises and principles to derive results that fulfill the research's objectives. The research
concluded that determining or proving a ruling is based on three foundations: reasoning,
dialectic, and inference. These three foundations were established by Shafi'i scholars and
made manifest in legal rulings, serving as the tools through which rulings are derived.
Keywords: Usul Evidences, Shafi'i Imams.
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